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Course Breakdown 

Eduqas A Level Media 
A level specification template (eduqas.co.uk)  

 

Year 1 – Component 1 studying the following CSPs: 

Music: Beyonce’s Formation / Vance Joy’s Riptide 

Advertising: Tide / Kiss of the Vampire / Super. Human 

Newspapers: The Times and The Mirror ‘Partygate’ 

Gaming: Assassin’s Creed: Franchise 

Radio: Late Night Woman’s Hour 

Movie Marketing: I, Daniel Blake / Black Panther 

Coursework: Cross Media production – start in summer term and complete in autumn 

term 

 

Year 2 

TV drama from UK and Europe 

Publishing mainstream and alternative examples 

Interactive – online media and vloggers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/d3fbs2s3/eduqas-a-level-media-studies-spec-from-2017-e-27-05-2021.pdf
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Recommended Reading 

   

                

 

Scholarly Articles 

Welcome to Feedly  There is a website where you type in the areas of interest in media you have and you will be alerted to 

specific academics writing on those focused topic areas. 

Google Scholar is also useful, but not all are available as pdfs for you to download and read.  All cited books will however, 

have an abstract (summary of the books ideas) to help you decide if they are relevant. 

Channels 

Ted Talks linked to identity, audiences, global media and power, representation and 

topics linked to gaming and social media. So for example: Impact of Social Media on 

Youth Impact of Social Media on Youth | Katanu Mbevi | 

TEDxYouth@BrookhouseSchool - YouTube … 

 

A very good site for introductions to MOST of the topics studied in Year 1 and 2 of A 

Level Media Becky fisher youtube - YouTube   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://feedly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=soHn6t_jjIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=soHn6t_jjIw
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=backy+fisher+youtube
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TASK 1  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU: 

WHO AM I                                                                   
 
This exercise is designed to give me an idea of the type person that you are. Please be honest in your 
responses, your answers will remain confidential and I will not judge you for what you say. The final 
questions are to find out what additional examples of media you are likely interested in to extend your 
understanding of the topics/examples covered in the classroom. 
 
Name: 
 
Describe yourself in no more than 100 words as a person: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe yourself in no more than 100 words as a student:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What kind of classroom activities help you to learn best: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What grade are you aiming to achieve at the end of your second year in Media: 
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What might you be planning to do after school i.e HE choices/employment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Top 5 films with reasons: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Top 5 albums with reasons: 
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WHAT MEDIA DO YOU REGULARLY CONSUME: 
 

ADVERTISING: 
BRANDS OR 
MEMORABLE 
ADVERTS… 

MUSIC VIDEOS OR 
ARTISTS THAT HAVE 
SOMETHING TO SAY 
TO THEIR 
AUDIENCES… 

SPEECH-BASED 
RADIO SHOWS OR 
PODCASTS… 

COMPUTER 
GAMES… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

MAGAZINES 
(PHYSICAL OR 
DIGITAL)… 

MAINSTREAM OR 
ALTERNATIVE 
DRAMAS (TV OR 
STREAMING)… 

RECENT 
MAINSTREAM AND 
ALTERNATIVE 
MOVIES… 

SPECIFIC MEDIA 
WEBSITES OR 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
VLOGGERS…  
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TASK 2   

SELECT 4 YOUTUBE VIDEOS FROM THE BECKY FISHER YOUTUBE SITE AND SUMMARISE THE 5+ KEY POINTS IN 

EACH VIDEO. 

 

A-Level Media Studies - Black Panther Part 1 - Industries - 
YouTube  

Media Studies - Roland Barthes' Semiotic Theory - Simple 
Guide for Students And Teachers - YouTube  

Task: summarise key points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task: summarise key points 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHf0Dqi2pVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHf0Dqi2pVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bow0Y9QUlBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bow0Y9QUlBU
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Media Studies -Todorov's Narrative Theory - Simple 
Guide for Students and Teachers - YouTube 

Media Studies - Postmodernism - A Simple Guide For 
Students & Teachers - YouTube 

Task: summarise key points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task: summarise key points 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuEdncp5XfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuEdncp5XfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1glttxEEVuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1glttxEEVuI
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TASK 3 

■
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■

Gender Performativity
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A 

Judith Butler’s Gender 
Trouble is a difficult read even for 

University students. 
Here, Claire Pollard simplifies the 

central idea of gender 
performativity which, she 
argues, is easy for A Level media 
students to grasp.

Gender is a social 
we often mistake it as 
‘nature’ rather than 

‘nurture’.

 



 

51 
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Audiences are more likely to be drawn to things that they recognise, that chime 
with their own reality, even though those 

Dirt might not hurt, but gender stereotypes sure have the potential to 

Get Involved 

The Gender Equality Collective have just launched their  
#SmashingStereotypes production competition. They’re looking  
for work in all forms that challenges gender stereotypes.  
Find out more at  www.smashingstereotypes.co.uk/16-2 1 

http://www.smashingstereotypes.co.uk/16-21
http://www.smashingstereotypes.co.uk/16-21
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TASK 4  

In A level Media, you are given the chance to be creative by responding to a brief set by the exam board.  Your 

actual brief will be released on March 1st 2024!  Over the summer we would like you to creative and put 

together an idea for the 2021 Film Brief.  SEE BELOW FOR THE TWO TASKS TO COMPLETE… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT EXAMPLES… 
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CURRENT EXAMPLES… 

 
 
 

CURRENT EXAMPLES… 
 

 

TASK A 
Write a 150 to 250 work synopsis (outline) of your idea for a film that meets the needs of the brief.  In your 
synopsis include details such as settings, characters, disruptions to the narrative and resolutions.  Also 
consider how your themes, creative ideas and stylistic approach will appeal to the audience.  Remember it a 
cross-over movie that has British themes and characters. 
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TASK B: Create a movie poster to sell your idea to your target audience and that visually links to the ideas 
expressed in your synopsis.  Remember to include the title, tagline and credit block.  Depending upon your 
access to technology, you can create your poster on a computer, a online design app such as ‘canva’/ 
Photoworks or you can draw it.  You are not required to use original images, but for your actual coursework 
this will be necessary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


